


There’s room to think and breathe



Tonbridge School is one of the leading boys’ 
boarding schools in the country and is highly 
respected, both here and internationally, for 
providing a world class education. 

Our pupils are encouraged to be creative  
and intellectually curious; to approach new 
opportunities with confidence; and to learn to 
think for themselves whilst being mindful of  
the needs and views of others.  

A superb House system at the heart of  
the school ensures that each pupil, whether  
a boarder or a day boy, feels fully at home and 
well supported. Our beautiful and historic 
campus provides space in which to think, 
breathe and grow. 

Opportunities abound, thanks not only to 
outstanding facilities and an extraordinary 
range of activities, but also to the dedication  
of our staff, who are committed to their pupils’ 
learning and growth both within and beyond 
the classroom.

Tonbridge is a school which celebrates  
the life of the mind, but which also enjoys 
putting knowledge into action. We are 
proud of our community partnerships both 
here and overseas, and of our pupils’ 
willingness to take the lead and serve. 

Tonbridge’s mission encourages creativity, 
confidence and compassion: in the words  
of the great novelist and Old Tonbridgian,  
E. M. Forster: ‘Only Connect’. 

It’s why our ‘Excellence for All’ campaign  
is inspired to provide a genuinely 
transformative education and to continue  
to widen access, so that as many boys as 
possible can benefit from the experience 
that Tonbridge offers. 

We look forward to meeting you and 
welcoming you to our school.

James Priory Headmaster
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We look to the future  
and respect the past

Tonbridge School was founded in 1553 by  
Sir Andrew Judde, a distinguished member  
of the Worshipful Company of Skinners, under 
Letters Patent of King Edward VI. He and  
other benefactors are honoured in the annual 
Commemoration Service, held on Skinners’ 
Day, at the end of the summer term.

The boys at Tonbridge are given a truly inspiring 
educational experience. The balance achieved 
across academic, pastoral, co-curricular and 
more outward-looking priorities and activities  
is a key to this success. Each area of school life 
informs and enhances the others. It is a unique, 
enjoyable and highly successful balancing act. 

The school occupies an extensive site of about 
150 acres; many of the main buildings that face 
on to the High Street date from the second half 
of the nineteenth century. 

Other major additions have been have been 
made as part of a rolling programme of 
revitalisation. These include the E.M.Forster 
Theatre, the restoration of the magnificent 
Edwardian Chapel, refurbished academic 
departments and Houses, an integrated Arts 
and Technology Centre, the Tonbridge School 
Centre, a hub for school sports, the expanded 
Smythe Library and, opening in early 2019, the 
extended and renovated Science Centre 
(artist’s impression pictured opposite).
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The school is accessible and welcoming

There are approximately 780 boys in the school, 
aged between 13 and 18, with around a 60:40 
balance between boarding and day boys.

Most of the boys joining Tonbridge do so at the 
age of 13, via the Common Entrance Examination, 
the school’s Scholarship Examination, or our 
own entry tests. Each year about 140 boys are 
admitted at this stage, and about 15 places are 
also available for Sixth Form entry.
 
Many scholarships are offered each year: these 
include over twenty for academic excellence,  
ten for Music and ten for Art, Drama, and Design 
and Technology, as well as Cowdrey scholarships 
for sporting potential.
 
Choral Boarding Awards are offered to choristers 
of cathedral or choir schools. Junior Foundation 
scholarships provide support to boys from the 
age of 11. In all, over 50 awards, which can be 
supplemented by means-tested bursaries, are 
made each year.
 
 

The Novi Visit (‘Novi’ is the Tonbridge term  
for boys in their first year) is offered each year 
to all those who will be Common Entrance or 
Scholarship candidates in the summer.
 
The visit takes place over two days in March,  
at the end of the Tonbridge Lent Term, and 
involves a full and varied taster programme  
for all boys concerned. Boys meet their likely 
future Housemaster and many other teachers 
as well as their own peer group. It is a relaxed, 
illuminating and happy experience that greatly 
helps boys with their move to Tonbridge.
 
Fuller details of the admissions procedure and 
Scholarship assessments are to be found on 
our website.
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The feeling around  
the school is relaxed  
yet purposeful 

Relationships are at the heart of everything we 
do at Tonbridge. All members of the community 
are valued according to their talents and interests. 
There is reciprocal trust and enjoyment across 
a wide spectrum of activities: academic, cultural, 
sporting and co-curricular.

The pursuit of academic excellence is central 
to any boy’s experience of Tonbridge. The 
curriculum is designed to encourage flexibility 
of choice at GCSE and the specialist study of 
four subjects in the Sixth Form, after a broad 
grounding in the first year at the school.

Academic standards are extremely high and 
the pace challenging, but Tonbridge seeks to 
ensure that broader educational aims are not 
forgotten in the achievement of outstanding 
examination results. Learning is great fun.
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This is a quality school  
that defies any labels

A Seminar programme in the GCSE and Lower 
Sixth years aims to raise awareness of issues 
beyond Tonbridge; distinguished outside speakers 
complement presentations by boys and members 
of the school community.

A full and varied Arts programme draws together 
Tonbridge’s music, art, drama and literature with 
visiting professional and local companies in  
a wide-ranging series of events. It provides  
a cultural stimulus for boys, parents and the 
local community.
 
We want to do all we can to help a boy achieve 
his potential. Small set sizes (through a high 
teacher/pupil ratio of 1:8) and exceptional 
commitment from teachers are important  
in all of this.
 
 

Reading parties, as well as extension and 
Oxbridge classes in all subjects, are on offer. 
There is also professional individual support 
offered for boys with special educational needs, 
as well as those for whom English is a second 
language. 

Shared time is vital: there is room in the school 
week to increase understanding, to breathe and 
think. The learning experience is challenging, 
open-ended and enjoyable.

Boys are encouraged to develop a full range  
of creative skills, both traditional and more 
experimental.
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Trademark excellence and flair

Drama plays a major part in the life of the school 
and often involves collaboration with local girls’ 
schools. Opportunities for involvement, irrespective 
of age and experience, are there for a large 
number of boys. Extensive production teams 
provide vital support to the chosen cast. 
Performances range across theatrical genres 
(from large-scale musicals to experimental 
modern drama and radical interpretations of 
Shakespeare); they are all distinguished by 
trademark excellence.
 
The E.M. Forster Theatre complex is designed 
to professional standards. It includes an orchestra 
pit and a studio theatre. Touring theatre companies 
are regular visitors and are part of an integrated 
and ambitious Arts programme.

There is a tradition of musical excellence here. 
Well over half the boys in the school learn at 
least one musical instrument and the quality  
of orchestral and choral music is exceptionally 
high. The Marcussen organ in the Chapel is 
one of the finest in the country. 

There is a state-of-the-art recording studio  
for the boys. Each term there are numerous 
performances, covering a range of music.

Effective communication skills are developed 
by activities such as debating which is strongly 
encouraged: both Junior and Senior House 
competitions are held throughout the year.

Art, design and technology flourish. There  
are designated exhibition spaces for private 
views and exhibitions of work by boys and 
visiting artists. Commissioned works of public 
art are evident around the school grounds.

Information technology is an integral part of  
any boy’s learning experience at Tonbridge. 
The school has cutting-edge media facilities 
where all boys are given the technological skills 
required in a dynamic and changing world.
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A shared vision across the Houses

The House is a home from home, an  
extended family: boys learn humility, empathy 
and confidence. There is quality personal, 
pastoral care offered by the Housemaster who 
has a real understanding of what makes the 
boys in his House tick. 

Tonbridge is predominantly a boarding  
school: this truth permeates the philosophy  
of the school in its academic, co-curricular and 
pastoral organisation and practice. A day boy 
is thus able to enjoy an extraordinary range of 
activities beyond the classroom as well as the 
pastoral care which stems from a strong House 
system. Equally, there is flexibility in boarding 
arrangements to suit changing parental needs 
and wishes.

The House system at Tonbridge stimulates 
mutual respect and healthy competition.  
A boy’s House is the hub of his daily life  
at Tonbridge, and provides a close-knit and 
secure community. It encourages a special 
sense of loyalty and camaraderie. 

There are seven boarding Houses and five 
day Houses, each of about sixty boys. There  
is a shared vision across the Houses, day  
and boarding. 
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Care for the boys is at the 
centre of all we do here

A boy’s Housemaster has the prime pastoral 
responsibility for all aspects of his welfare and 
progress at the school; he is the first port of call 
for parents and other members of the Tonbridge 
community in all matters – academic, co-curricular, 
social and personal.
 
Housemasters have a pastoral team made up of 
an Assistant Housemaster and five House Tutors, 
as well as a Matron in the boarding Houses: this 
system seeks to ensure the highest levels of 
pastoral care with the individual needs of each 
boy at its heart.
 
Every boarding House has its own kitchen, dining 
facilities and domestic staff; boarders take all their 
meals in their own Houses throughout the week. 
Day Houses also have their own dining rooms.
 

House lunches are a convivial and distinctive 
feature of the school’s social life; they are regularly 
attended by staff and visitors outside the 
immediate House team.
 
There is a full range of inter-House competitions 
(including Art, Music and Film) at junior and senior 
levels. House plays and concerts are regular 
events and are undertaken with huge commitment 
by all concerned.
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Teachers at Tonbridge  
relate to the boys

Further to such formal structures is the 
underpinning of an implicit and unquantifiable 
system: every teacher working as an unofficial 
‘pastor’ in a boy’s school life – on the games 
field, after a concert or in a rehearsal, as well  
as in and around the classroom.

The school Chaplains, House Matrons and Medical 
Centre staff all play vital and very different roles 
in ensuring the spiritual, emotional and physical 
well-being of each boy in the school.

The School Counsellor is available on site for 
consultation and may be seen in confidence  
by any boy.

A full list of the Houses and Housemasters, 
together with information about the choice of 
House, is given in the Admissions section of 
the Further Information booklet. 
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The facilities for activities are amazing. Have a 
look around the new Tonbridge School Centre 
for Sports and Media, the new Rackets Courts, 
the Chapel, or inside the boarding Houses.
 
The values learnt from activities, sport,  
drama and music are woven into all aspects  
of school life. The boys’ needs come first and 
teachers respond.
 
An English teacher goes out and coaches 
football or cricket. A Housemaster looks after 
the Conservation Society. A Maths teacher 
gives a talk or a reading in Chapel and then 
coaches fives.
 

Tonbridge has a very distinguished record  
of sporting success. Excellence at the top  
end is underpinned by an embedded ethos of 
participation. The aim is to provide something 
enjoyable and suitable for every boy. All boys 
are expected to take some physical exercise 
three afternoons a week. Inter-House sport, 
and our strength in depth, allow each boy the 
chance to shine at the right level.

The depth and breadth of  
activities on offer is amazing
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The Tonbridge School Centre is outstanding.

It provides national standard indoor facilities  
to supplement our excellent outdoor facilities, 
which include over 150 acres of superbly 
maintained playing fields, three astro-turf 
pitches and an all-weather athletics track.
 
Expert coaching, from members of staff and 
professional coaches, is offered in the following: 
athletics, badminton, basketball, climbing, cricket, 
cross-country running, fencing, fives, football, 
Ultimate Frisbee, golf, hockey, judo, rackets, 
rugby, sailing, shooting, swimming, sub-aqua, 
table-tennis, tennis and water polo.

One afternoon each week is devoted by boys 
to an activity beyond academic or sporting 
commitments. This includes a Personal, Social 
and Health Education programme for all boys.
 
There is a very wide choice. The school 
contingent of the Combined Cadet Force has 
Royal Navy, Army and Royal Air Force sections. 
The many spin-offs include advanced training  
in sailing, orienteering, shooting and flying. 
Specific days are set aside for field trips.
 
A training programme in outward bound and 
service skills is offered in the second year as a 
foundation for the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
Scheme. Many boys go on to gain Silver and 
Gold Awards.

Visitors admit they had 
no idea that Tonbridge 
was quite so good
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There is limitless opportunity

There is a thriving culture of societies with  
over thirty clubs and societies in operation. The 
interests and activities catered for are diverse: 
Astronomy, Chess, Creative Writing, and editing 
for Tonbridge TV, as a token sample.
 
The school believes that education is all-
embracing and should not be confined to  
the classroom.
 
A vast number of trips, visits, expeditions  
and tours are arranged for boys to broaden 
and deepen their experience outside school. 
These take place both in term-time and during 
the holidays.
 
The Modern Languages department has annual 
trips and exchanges for boys in France, Spain 
and Germany. There are departmental trips 
galore: these include Politics and Economics trips 
to the United States and China; History trips to 
the First World War battlefields; annual residential 
Creative Writing trips to Devon, Yorkshire or Wales; 
and Geography trips to destinations that include 
South America, Vietnam and Iceland.
 

A virtue of the school’s size is that the whole 
school community is able to gather together 
regularly in our beautiful chapel. It provides  
a strong spiritual heart to our life.
 
The school is a Christian foundation, and 
chapel services are a regular and important 
part of school life. The school day begins with 
assemblies on most weekdays; a pattern of full 
choral services on Sundays (Mattins or Evensong 
to complement the morning celebration of the 
Eucharist) is designed with modern boarding  
in mind.
 
Parents, friends of the school, and members  
of the public are always welcome to attend  
any of the Sunday services. These include the 
annual Confirmation, Remembrance Sunday 
and Carol services.
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Encouraging a sense  
of humility and respect

Tonbridge encourages all boys to recognise 
their place in the world, to understand their 
responsibilities as well as appreciate their 
privileges. 

Boys regularly assist pupils in local schools and 
help out in hospitals and private homes. Many 
of the school’s facilities are used throughout the 
year by groups, clubs and organisations within 
and beyond the town. 

The Whole School Community Day, with over 
1000 primary school children on campus, is just 
one example from a programme designed to 
promote social responsibility. 

We seek to encourage a sense of humility and 
respect and to involve every boy during their 
journey through the school.

The school maintains close links with the local 
community of Tonbridge and greatly values the 
reciprocal benefits to the school and the town. 
Holiday courses for children and adults are 
offered in a wide range of sporting, cultural 
and educational activities.

Fund-raising events (including concerts, sleep 
outs, cross-channel swims, cycling marathons, 
fun-runs and walks) for international and local 
charitable projects, are a regular and high profile 
feature of school life. 
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Education is a 
shared experience

Tonbridge was one of the first independent 
schools to sponsor an Academy. We greatly value 
the strong links established in our partnership 
with the Marsh Academy in New Romney. This 
is a mutually beneficial arrangement that helps 
the educational progress of all involved. 

At Tonbridge there is a broad belief in education 
as a shared experience and we greatly welcome 
the involvement of parents with the school.

Lines of communication between home and 
school are strongly developed and various, from 
formal reports and Parents’ Evenings to a chat on 
the touchline or an exchange of emails. House 
councils, as well as those representing the 
Lower and Upper School, meet regularly to 
give boys a voice in the running of the school.

All parents are given a termly calendar, updated 
in the extensive and ever-more detailed school 
website (www.tonbridge-school.co.uk). They are 
warmly invited to attend a variety of school events 
and functions.

The Parents’ Arts Society is a flourishing 
organisation, unique in its range and ambition, 
with an awesome social and cultural programme. 
A dazzling variety of trips, talks and expeditions 
are features of every school year.
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Boys are educated for life

A great deal of information, advice and practical 
help is available at every step of a boy’s time at 
the school and beyond, to guide his choice of 
academic subjects, gap year, university and 
potential career. Almost all Tonbridge boys  
go on to a British or overseas university.

We want boys to enjoy their time here, but also 
to be made aware of their social and moral 
responsibilities.

Great writers, thinkers, academics, performers, 
sportsmen and leaders have gone out into the 
world from Tonbridge. 

The list includes Colin Cowdrey, E. M. Forster, 
Derek Barton (Nobel Prize-winner), William Rivers, 
Sidney Keyes and Vikram Seth. And, more recently, 
the actor Dan Stevens, the rugby international 
Tom May, cricketer and author Ed Smith, politician 
and historian Ben Gummer, and the band Keane.

Tonbridgians should enter into the adult world 
with the knowledge and self-belief to fulfil their 
own potential and, in many cases, to become 
leaders in their chosen field. 

Equally, we hope to foster a life-long empathy 
for the needs and views of others.
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Tonbridge School, Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 1JP
www.tonbridge-school.co.uk

01732 365555
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es
ig

ne
d 

by
 A

nd
er

so
n 

N
or

to
n 

D
es

ig
n 

 a
nd

es
ig
n.
co
.u
k


